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Send money to Bangladesh in minutes
Cash pick-up | Bank deposit | Mobile Wallet
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Fruits & vegetable
wholesale supplier

§ 07582 386 922

www.klsmanandvan.co.uk

DUBA)’ T

ope y@fi‘c{w

BUY A PROPERTY IN DUBAI

' +971521042068

Q@ LONDON

NOVOTEL HOTEL EXCEL
ROYAL VICTORIA DOCK, E16 1AA
8TH OF OCT | 9AM-7PM

Q@ BIRMINGHAM

PARK REGIS HOTEL
160 BROAD STREET B15 IDT
14TH-15TH OF OCT | 9AM-7PM
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& COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS : ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT YOUR

* Immigration

* Asylum

* Divorce

* Adult dependent visa

* Lease matter - from £700 +
* [slamic Will

* Will & Probate
* Visitor Visa

helping people through the law
FLEATE] A (L E MQ Hassan Solicitors is ma
renowned and experienced Barrister & Solicitor MQ
Hassan. He has been practicing Law for 30 years and
possesses excellent communication skills and maintains
excellent working relationships.

* Human Rights under Medical grounds

* Sponsorship License (No win no fees)

*Competitive fees
*Excellent service

Mob: 07495 488 514 (Appointment only)
E: info@mghassansolicitors.co.uk

e )
naged and supervised by

37 New Road, Ground Floor
Whitechapel, London E1 1HE
Tel-020 7426 0858

10 i 3 C\®
Wanted to t
Year 1 to GCSE, Maths and English

Expert and more than 15 years experience in teaching.
Extra care will be taken for inattentive students.
Please contact: Sadath Al Mamun
GCSE Maths A Grade
LL.B (Hons)LL.M (First Class First)

Contact: Phone: 07817 922 277

each

GE-0E M

He and his colleagues are ready to help you in all types
of cases, particularly in the following areas:

PROPERTY, FAMILY/CHILDREN

WESTMINSTER LAW CHAMBERS

Direct Access Barristers

Tel: 020 7247 8458 Mob: 0771 347 1905 ' . [ _
E: info@westminsterchambers.co.uk '
City: Whitechapel:
5 Chancery Lane,  First floor,
London 214 Whitechapel Road
WC2A 1LG London E1 1BJ
Leytonstone:

Church Lane Chambers, 11-12 Church La
London E11 1HG (near Leytonstone stati

COURT CASE? LOOK NO FURTHER

Barrister Malik is an expert Court advocate, who will
advise and represent you vigorously to achieve the
best result in your complex legal matters.

He has over 30 years of experience, is very friendly,
reliable and will give you the most appropriate and
professional advice at affordable fee.
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350 roles.
One amazing career.

Find a rewarding career with a whole
host of benefits.
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Our Services:

® Accounts for LTD company
® Restaurants & Takeaway

® Cab Drivers & Small Shops
® Builders & Plumbers

® VAT
® Payroll & CIS

® Company Formations
® Business Plan

AT

ACCOUNTANTS

We are registered licence
holder in public practice

L=zl

Ralaaln

Money

Transfer

== =N

EI_'T"RITI?I

SEND MONEY 24/7

ANY BANK, ANY
BRANCH USING

® Tax Return

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FINANCE

Taj Accountants
69 Vallance Road
London E1 5BS
tajaccountants.co.uk

Direct Lines:

07428 247 365
07528118118
020 3759 5649
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Ist time buyer
Mortgage
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Beneco F|nan0|al %erwces
5 Harbour Exchange Tel : 020 8050 2478

Canary Wharf E: info@benecofinance.co.uk
London E14 9GE. St 31/05- 3006

BARAKAH MONEY
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T O I
.barakah.info
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131 Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DT

(Opposite East London Mosque)
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Send money 24/7 using
Barakah Money Transfer App

Gllay

M: 07932801487

TAKA RATE LINE : 020 7247 0800
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[Hotline)
0207 790 1234
0207 790 9888

| Mobile]
07956 304 824

BRITISH -
AIRWAYS

Cargo Services
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We are Open 7 Days a Week

10 am to 8 pm

KUSHIARA

Travels e Cargo ¢ Money Transfer e Courier Service
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I'ATA e EUDED wnne

TURKISH

o CONVEYANCING CRIMINAL LITIGATION
We Worldwide e 9T I Wfocas! ST RSN STelfsret fRF

£ +880 1313 088 877

For More Information
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N\ LAWMATIC

IMMIGRATION FAMILY PERSONAL INJURY

319 Commercial Road,
London, E1 2PS

kushiaratravel@hotmail.com
St> is-04-cont

Buy & Sell Money Transfer
BDT Taka, F:{I1Z-E{T}s]- = o
WITE4l @RIBA JfH2 8 Ry
:E‘IH]‘(HT(‘E? m dld m' Immigration and Nationality
Family and Children
Address: Personal Injury

Litigation
Property, Commercial & Employment

wTEat %315\93‘- Tel: 020 7790 9888 Housing and Homelessness
. ' Landlord and Tenant
(ETBIT 8 AT B AT 020 7790 1234 Welfare Benefits
Bt @ IS 378 restmed Cell: 07956304824 Money Claim & Debt Recovery
. Whatsapp OT'IIYZ Wills and Probate
T T Il g 07424 670198,07908 854321 Mediation
3 IR gH2 Road Traffic Offence
(9ﬂ'('§ ﬁ’T(Ef ﬂﬂ:di % Phone & Whatsapp: Flight Delay Compensation
+880 1313 088 876, Crime

Conveyancing

132 Cavell Street T:0208 077 5079
F:0208 077 3016

London E1 2JA

88

SAYED HASAN SALAH UDDIN SUMON

www.lawmaticsolicitors.com f
info@lawmaticsolicitors.com L4
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MORTGAGE SERVICE
T A 4R Voorer e A

-
>Wﬂﬁﬁi@ﬁ%ﬁ;
> oI R BN T 2

P T fFCS AT 7 2

» Seif i e qif fFace o 2

m*ramzmrral’g‘
200% RANB NANE A G AE AlfA

» First Time Buyer

» Council Right to Buy

» Auction Finance

> Self Employed Mortgages

» Help with Income Issues Mortgages

AT
Reza Islam

®®©07493 185 115

Unit - 222a, 2nd Floor, Bow Business Centre
153-159 Bow Road, London E3 2SE

DATES

HOTEL

ROOM PRICES

OCTOBER

DEPARTURE
18 OCT 23
SAUDI AIRLINES DIRECT FLIGHT

28 OCT 23
SAUDI AIRLINES FROM MADINA

RETURN

MAKKAH
ANJUM HOTEL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED
MEDINA
EMAAR ELITE (4 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

4 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,480 PER PERSON

3 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,535 PER PERSON

2 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,640 PER PERSON

DATES

HOTEL

ROOM PRICES

DECEMBER

DEPARTURE
21 DEC 23
SAUDI AIRLINES DIRECT FLIGHT

30 DEC 23
SAUDI AIRLINES FROM MADINA

RETURN

MAKKAH
ANJUM HOTEL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED
MEDINA
EMAAR ROVYAL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

4 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,730 PER PERSON
3 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,795 PER PERSON
2 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,940 PER PERSON

FEBUARY

DEPARTURE

SAUDI AIRLINES DIRECT FLIGHT

17 FEB 23
SAUDI AIRLINES FROM MADINA

DATES

8 FEB 23

RETURN

HOTEL

MAKKAH
ANJUM HOTEL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED
MEDINA
EMAAR ELITE (4 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

ROOM PRICES

4 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,520 PER PERSON
3 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,565 PER PERSON
2 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,685 PER PERSON

THESE PACRAGES INCLUDE: TICKETS, VISA, HOTELS IN MAKRAH & MADINA,
FULL TRANSPORT INCLUDING ZIARAH

ALAM PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

Your 24/7

*+ Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services :
Home Solution

w Bathroom & Kitchen Fittings

fa Roofing, Guttering & Locksmith
Garden Paving, Fencing & Flooring

b Architectural Design & Planning

?® Electrical & Lighting Solutions
Loft, Extension & Carpentry

® Painting & Decorating

@ Lock Supply & Fitting

“+ Appliance Repairs

« Leak & Blockage Repairs

B Gas & Electric Certificates @ 07957148101

Available
round-the-clock,
our skilled team
ensures prompt and
reliable services.

Elevate your home today!

alampropertymaintenance.com
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newspaper in the UK which distributes
FREE in the Mosques every Friday. Also,
it's available through the week at grocery
shops and Cash and Carry in our
designated paper stands. The newspaper
is published by Reflect Media Ltd
Company number 08613257 and. VAT
registration number: 410900349)

Editor:
Taysir Mahmud

31 Pepper Street

Tayside House

Canary Wharf

London E14 9RP

Tel: 0203 540 0942
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ZAMAN BROTHERS

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OVER 24 YEARS

WE ACCEPT
ALL MAJOR

CREDIT
CARDS

Open 7 days: 9am-till late

17-19 Brick Lane
London E1 6PU
T: 020 7247 1009
M: 07983 760 908

(CASH &
CARRY)

PICK UP YOUR COPY

FREE
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(Sylhet City and

Surrounding
Areas)
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: +447783957848
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(Buying and Selling of Land
and Houses)
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(Contractual House

Rent)
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For Party Booking: 020 7377 6112
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wyﬁrww‘

o

Commumfy

E.Q-L|L {|||J|

TR STeTo S e
= oiifaf® cafefn <o vi=e

" Would you like to register your
organisation or Masjid as a charity.
We can help you with charity registration and other

charity related services.

<

Gift Aid
Trainings

€ K < XL

<

Charity Registration
Developing Constitutions
Charity Administration

And much more!
Contact: Community development initiative

€ € K K

Arif Ahmad, Mobile: 07462 069 736

E: kdp@tilcangroup.com, W: www.ukcdi.com

Bank account opening
Submitting Annual Return
Project Management
Just Giving Campaign
Policy Development

WD: 27/08C
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313-317 Commercial Road, London E1 2PS

WD: 27/08C

~ www.fastremoval.com

—Fast
REMOVALS

207957 191 134

® House, Flat & Office
Removals & Surprisingly
affordable prices m Fast,
reliable and efficient
service m Short-term

otice bookings ® Packing
aterials available.

For instant Online Quote visit www.fastremoval.com

Mob: 07957 191 134
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KOWAJ JEWELLERS ¢ =

310 Bethnal Green Rd, London E2 0AG
Tel: 020 7729 2277 Mob: 07463 942 002
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Mohammad Kowaj Ali Khan

Owner of Kowaj Jewellers
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SCHOOL MEAL CATERER
SANDWICH SUPPLIER

88 Mile End Road, London E1 4UN
Phone : 020 7423 9366
&wWwWw.allseasonfoods.com
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FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY
‘E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!

Paying too much?
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Email:e3cheapcarinsurancebroker1@hotmail.co.uk
www.facebook.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
http://sites.google.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
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Serving for last 10 year
TO GET A QUOTE Please call (Mon-Sat 9-8 pm)
Mr. Alion 07950 417 360 /020 8123 0430 Fax: 020 7806 0776

Get registered &
Send money online
from anywhere
within the UK

Time& |
Travel Cost |

Enjoy better rate /

www.baexchange.co.uk
Contact us : 0203 005 4845 -6

B A Exchange Company (UK) Lid.

(Fully owned by Bank Asia Ltd, Bangladesh)
131 Whitechapel Road, (First Floor) London E1 1DT

Kingdom Solicitors

Commissioner for OATHS
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Immigration

§\ ==
WHI i\('\lHORSE

- SOLICITORS & N()T/\I\\ PUBLIC
Our services: A(F
Specialis
- Family visit Visa in
- Spouse visa, fiancée,
« British nationality

Immigration

Tel: 020 7118 1778
Mob: 07919 485 316
96 White Horse Lane
London E1 4LR

Web: www.whitehorselaw.com
Fax: 020 7681 3223

G QTR TP

Mobile: 07961 960 650
Phone : 020 7650 7970

102 Cranbrook Road, Wellesley House,
2nd Floor, liford, IG1 4NH
www.kingdomsolicitors.com

Tareq Chowdhury
Principal

Law

MD LIAQUAT SARKER
(LLB Hons)

» Deportation and Removal matters
- Bail applications

» Asylum

* Human Rights

» Appeal & Judicial Review

Email:

liaquat.sarker @whitehorselaw.com

Principal

Solicitor: Muhammad Karim
Authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority.

- Application for regularising status &
+ All EU Immigration matters.

» Plus most areas of law including
Housing Disrepair
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Big Tech has aIIoed child sex abuse
to become prolific online

How reliant is the world
on Indian rice exports?

By Hanna Duggal and Marium Alj, Al
Jazeera

Global rice prices are at their highest
levels in 15 years, according to the
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO).

The  surge  follows  India’s
announcement on July 20 that it
would cease the export of non-
basmati white rice with immediate
effect. The decision came just days
after Russia halted participation in the
Black Sea Grain Initiative, causing

-Key facts about rice

in the world after corn and wheat and
typically takes 90 to 200 days to grow
depending on the variety and
environmental conditions.

There are thousands of rice varieties
worldwide, each differing in terms of
grain size, shape, colour, texture and
cooking characteristics.

Rice is one of the most water-
intensive crops to cultivate, typically
requiring 3,000 to 5,000 litres of water
per kilogramme of crop - about three
times more water than wheat
requires to grow.

India’s export ban was imposed to

Rice is the staple food for more than half the world's population.

B There ane thousands of rice varieties worldwide,

Cormman ones include:;

Q000

JAPOMICA

" Rice consurnption exceeds 100kg per person

per year in many Asian countries.

= The top five producers are;
China, India, Indonesia,

Bangladesh and Vietnam
b

® Rice takes

T
'\.
“] [l
R
% _ﬂk_ =
= 3,000-5,000

liters of water are
needed per kilo of crop

CLUTNGUE

= One-fifth of the world's
people depend on rice
cultivation for their livelihood

Rice is the most eaten food globally with half a billion metric tonnes
consumed a year.

global food commodity prices torise.
Traders have said a shortage of rice
will have a knock-on effect on wheat,
soya beans, corn and maize, which
are used as rice substitutes.

In this infographic series, Al Jazeera
visualises India’s rise to becoming the
world's largest exporter of rice and
the nations that rely most on Indian
rice exports.

How much water does rice use?

The practice of cultivating rice in
paddies is believed to have
originated about 8,000 BC along the
Yangtze River in central China and
then spread to India and other parts
of Asia.

Rice is the third most-produced grain

control domestic prices and as a
precautionary measure against the
warming El Nino weather pattern,
which can cause droughts leading to
lower yields or even crop failures.
India, the world's largest rice exporter
Cheap domestic rice has made India
the world's largest rice exporter,
accounting for nearly 40 percent of
total rice exports, which is projected
to reach 54 million tonnes over the
2022-2023 crop year.

India will export an estimated 20.5
million tonnes of milled rice this year,
almost 2.5 times that of the second
largest exporter, Thailand with 8.5
million tonnes. Thailand is followed
by Vietnam (7.9 million tonnes),
Pakistan (3.6 million tonnes) and

the United States (2.1
tonnes).

India has dominated rice exports
over the past decade due in part to
low local prices and high domestic
stocks, which allows the country to
offer rice at discounts.

The animation below shows the
world's top rice exporters from 2001
t02023:

Who buys India’s rice?

From January to July, India exported

about 12.9 million tonnes of rice :
worth nearly $7bn to at least 150

countries, according to India’s
Directorate General of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics.
Three-quarters (77 percent) of
India’s rice exports have been non-
basmati parboiled rice while the
remaining quarter (23 percent) has
been basmati rice.

At 1.17 million tonnes, the West
African country Benin has bought
the most Indian non-basmati rice this
year followed by Senegal (872,080
tonnes) and Kenya (685,302 tonnes).
Eight of the top 10 destinations for

predominantly import broken rice,
the cheapest and most filling variety.

this year were Saudi Arabia (639,150
tonnes), Iran (545,751 tonnes) and
Iraq (383,687 tonnes).

The graphic below shows the top
buyers of India’s non-basmati and
basmati rice.

After India’s ban, the US
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
has lowered global rice trade
forecasts for 2023 and 2024 with
the organisation saying trade in the

projected to be 52.9 million tonnes,
down by 3.44 million tonnes from
previous forecasts.

The ban has had a knock-on effect
on the price of other rice varieties,
and the high rice prices are unlikely
to abate in the short term. The FAO
has suggested that any likely
recovery in rice trade by next year
would require India's export
restrictions to be lifted.

million
i overturned are to be offered £600,000 each in

Post Office; Horizon scandal victims
offered £600,000 compensation

: By Noor Nanji & Emma Simpson, BBC

Post Office workers who have had wrongful
convictions for theft and false accounting

compensation, the government has said.

But Harjinder Butoy, who served 18 months in
prison, said: "It's not enough".

Around 700 prosecutions of branch managers may
have received evidence from faulty accounting
software.

The fault made it look like money was missing from
their sites.

So far, 86 convictions have been overturned.

The Post Office minister said the sum was offered
with "no ifs or buts".

The compensation is for postmasters whose
convictions relied on the now discredited Horizon IT

i system, in return for them settling their claims.
i Postmasters who have already received initial

compensation payments, or have reached a
settlement with the Post Office of less than
£600,000, will be paid the difference.

Noel Thomas, 76, from Anglesey was sent to prison
for false accounting in 2006 but eventually had his
conviction quashed. He said that for many of those
affected, the £600,000 will not repay what they have
lost from the Horizon scandal.

"How do you put a price on what I've been through,
what my family have been through?" he told the

i BBC.
India’s rice are African nations that :

"People have gone through a hell of a lot. Don't
forget, some have lost properties in all this business."

¢ The government said the offer aimed to "bring a

India’s largest buyers of basmatirice i (acolution to the scandal.

Postmasters will continue to receive funds to cover
legal fees. Anyone who does not want to accept the
offer can continue with the existing process.
Others are still waiting to have their convictions
overturned. Those who successfully do so in future,
based on Horizon evidence, will also be entitled to
the compensation.

'Not tempted'

Harjinder Butoy also said the offer of £600,000 "is
definitely not enough".

2024 calendar year formilledriceis i He co-ran a post office in Sutton-in-Ashfield,

Nottinghamshire, and was given a three-year, three-
month sentence after his conviction in 2007. He

i served 18 months in prison before he was released,
i and still awaits compensation.

He said he won't be tempted by the new offer of
"quick and easy" money.

"At the moment, the compensation process is slow
but it's honest compensation according to what
we're asking for. Yes, if it takes another year, it takes
another year.

"They [the Post Office and government] know that

i the compensation is going to be a lot more than

£600,000 - and are just trying to do it 'quick and
easy'.

"l wouldn't mind having this all behind me - but I'm
not going to let them get away with it so easy,
because | know [what I'm owed] is a lot more".

He said no amount of compensation would "give
him his dream back".

Kevin Hollinrake, the POfﬁce Minister appointed

last autumn, told the BBC: "If you've suffered a
conviction, and you've had that conviction
overturned, £600,000 is there waiting for you.
"We're doing this because people have suffered
horrendous situations of course, financial loss as well
as personal damage to reputation, and many other
things have happened to people. So we want to get
this compensation out the door."

He said the government had "erred on the side of
generosity", but admitted that for some people it
would not be enough.

"If you've suffered, if you've spent time in jail, if you
lost your house, if your marriage has failed, all those
things - if those things have happened to you, no
amount of money will ever be enough," he said.

He added: "If you think your claim is worth more
than £600,000, you can still go through the normal
routes."

Some £21m has been paid in compensation so far
to postmasters with overturned convictions.

It is one of three different compensation schemes
that have been set up as the scandal developed.
The Post Office Horizon scandal has been described
as "the most widespread miscarriage of justice in UK
history".

Between 1999 and 2015, the Post Office prosecuted
700 sub-postmasters and sub-postmistresses - an
average of almost one a week - based on
information from a recently installed computer
system called Horizon.

Some went to prison following convictions for false
accounting and theft. Many were financially ruined
and have described being shunned by their
communities. Some have since died.

The solicitor representing most of the 86 who had
their convictions overturned, Neil Hudgell from
Hudgell Solicitors, told the BBC that the £600,000
was "a hugely attractive carrot being dangled".

He said, though, "for some, it doesn't represent full
and fair compensation”.
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Sikh, Muslim leaders call for action as
Canada probes Sikh leader’s killing

By Al Jazeera Staff

Canada PM Trudeau urges New Delhi to take issue
seriously after India rejects accusations of involvement
in killing.

World Sikh Organization of Canada President Mukhbir
Singh stands next to National Council of Canadian
Muslims COE, Stephen Brown, during a press
conference at the House of Commons in Ottawa,
Canada, September 19, 2023 [Dave Chan/AFP]

Sikh and Muslim leaders in Canada have called on the
government to do more to prevent potential threats
against their communities, after Ottawa announced a
probe of possible links between India and the killing of
a prominent Sikh leader in the country’s westernmost
province.

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday morning, World Sikh
Organization of Canada board member Mukhbir Singh
said this week's revelations may “have shocked many
Canadians”.

“But it was not a surprise to the Sikh community,” he
said during a joint news conference in Ottawa with the
National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM)
advocacy group.

A day earlier, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told
Parliament that Canada was investigating “credible
allegations of a potential link” between Indian
government agents and the June 18 killing of Hardeep
Singh Nijjar outside a Sikh temple in British Columbia.
India swiftly rejected the allegations as “absurd” and
accused Canada of harbouring Sikh “terrorists and
extremists”.

Nijjar, who was involved with groups seeking a
sovereign Sikh state in India, had been designated as a
“terrorist” by New Delhi, according to media reports.
But Singh said on Tuesday that India has long targeted
Sikhs in Canada with “espionage [and] disinformation”.
He added that his organisation was aware of other
current threats against Canadian Sikhs, some of whom
have been told to “make changes to their pattern of
living” to assure their safety. He did not provide further
details on the source of these threats.

Speaking alongside Singh, Stephen Brown, head of
NCCM, called the killing of Nijjar “an unprecedented
attack against Canadian sovereignty, full stop”.

“We're all in this together,” Brown told reporters.
“Because when a Canadian is attacked, when he or she
has the audacity to speak about human rights and
justice, all of us are at risk.”

Decades-long tensions

Canada has not definitively linked India to Nijjar's
killing, and it has not yet released evidence to back up

countries expelling the other's diplomats in the wake
of Trudeau’s announcement.

Undergirding the situation is a decades-long Sikh
secessionist movement, which stretches back to the
1947 partition of India and Pakistan. The movement
reached its peak in the 1980s, with supporters pushing
for the creation of an independent homeland of
Khalistan in the current Indian state of Punjab.

The storming of the Golden Palace, the most significant
holy site in Sikhism, by the Indian military in 1984, and

its claims.

But on Tuesday, Trudeau doubled down on his decision
to make the investigation public, saying it came after
months of deliberation and analysis. He also urged
India “to take this matter with the utmost seriousness”.
“We are not looking to provoke or escalate,” the prime
minister told reporters. “We are simply laying out the
facts as we understand them, and we want to work with
the government of India to lay everything clear.”

The allegations have tanked already frosty
relations between Canada and India, with both

the resulting assassination of Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi by two of her Sikh bodyguards, prompted an
escalation that included Sikh-led bombings and what
Sikh leaders call the continuing persecution of the
wider Sikh community in India and abroad.

Meanwhile, New Delhi has for years accused Ottawa of
taking a lax approach to Sikh separatists in Canada,
which has the largest Sikh community outside of India.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi most recently
scolded Trudeau during a brief meeting on the
sidelines of the G20 Summit in New Delhi earlier this

month.

In a statement at the time, New Delhi accused Sikh
protesters in Canada of “promoting secessionism and
inciting violence against Indian diplomats, damaging
diplomatic premises and threatening the Indian
community in Canada”.

Trudeau on Monday said he had shared information
about the possible link between the killing of Nijjar and
Indian government agents during his brief G20
meeting with Modi.

He urged the Indian government to “cooperate with
Canada to get to the bottom of this matter”, calling “any
involvement of a foreign government in the killing of a
Canadian citizen on Canadian soil is an unacceptable
violation of our sovereignty”.

Truly shocking’

Nijjar, a Canadian citizen, was fatally shot on June 18
outside a Sikh temple in Surrey, British Columbia.

A prominent community leader and activist, Canadian
media reported that he was involved with a group
called “Sikhs for Justice”, which pushes for an
independent Sikh state in India.Video

According to the Globe and Mail and other media
reports, the 45-year-old had been designated as a
“terrorist” by the Indian authorities, who have said he
had previously plotted to kill a Hindu priest.

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday, Singh of the World
Sikh Organization of Canada said he believed the killing
was the “tip of the iceberg”.

He called on Canada to bring those responsible to
justice, to take further steps to protect Sikhs, to review
India’s diplomatic and intelligence gathering
operations in the North American country, and to end
intelligence sharing with New Delhi.

“The younger generation [of Sikhs] that grew up in
Canada, they grew up hearing stories about
persecution, with a fear of speaking out too much and
you might get on a list or be targeted,” he said.

“So to see that happening right now, in 2023, in
Canada, it certainly is shocking and | hope the larger
community sees that and understands how truly
shocking this is.

France’s schools are in crisis — and it has
nothing to do with pupils’ dress

Rokhaya Diallo, Guardian

Chronic underfunding has led to a record exodus of
teachers but the government is using populist policy as
a cheap distraction

Shortly before schools opened for the new term in
September, Unicef France issued an alert that almost
2,000 pupils were homeless, twice as many as in
January 2022. The UN’s warning was timely, because
parts of the state education system in France are in crisis
- if not entirely dysfunctional. Yet what made the
headlines wasn't such urgent challenges, but a
manufactured controversy over what children are

accused of wearing to school.

In a country where the far right is steadily gaining
ground, politicians and policymakers know how to play
on the fear of Islam as an easy way to mobilise public
opinion and pander to populist ideas. Witness Gabriel
Attal, France’s education minister, who made the ban
on the abaya, the long loose dress favoured by some
Muslims, his top priority for the new school year.

He instructed ministry officials to invite the media to
visit schools likely to run into the purported “abaya
problem”. His strategy of stirring up Islamophobic
sentiment to distract from the problems plaguing state

schools seems to have paid off. The media focused
largely on the scare story, while students in schools and
universities started a new term under tough
conditions exacerbated by a heatwave.

In Stains, one of the poorest towns in the Paris
banlieues, staff at one high school went on strike,
refusing to act as “clothing police” at a time when,
according to a statement they issued, classrooms are
overcrowded and staff shortages at the school mean 60
hours of teaching will be lost weekly.

Their predicament is by no means exceptional,
with 3,000 teaching posts unfilled for the new term.

Nationally, staff shortages meant a loss of 15m teaching
hours in 2020-21. Successive waves of reform have
battered the profession, which has increasing
difficulty attracting fresh recruits.

French teachers’ salaries consistently fall below the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) average. A French teacher with
15 years' experience earns less than €40,000, 20%
below average. Early-career teachers in Germany earn
twice as much as their French counterparts. Yet French
teachers

Continued on page 30 ...
have to
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Big Tech has allowed child sex
abuse to become prolific online

Mié Kohiyama, AL Jazeera

The EU needs to lead the way in pushing through
legislation that would force tech companies to
prioritise children’s safety over their bottom line.

Survivors, young people, child rights
organisations, and other advocates from across
Europe demonstrate their support for the
proposed EU Regulation to prevent and combat
child sexual abuse online, in Brussels, Belgium,
19 September, 2023 [Courtesy of the Brave
Foundation]

The trauma that results from sexual violence in

Decades after | was raped, in the 1990s, | learned
that this cousin had become crazy about the
internet and would spend days on it. It sickens
me to this day to think of the child sexual abuse
material (CSAM) he may have been able to access
and share online. It outrages me that technology
has advanced so much since then, but
safeguards for children have been left in its dust.
When | was abused, my pain was so great that
my brain repressed it. Can you imagine the
experiences of children whose abuse circulates
on the internet?

Today, millions of children are trapped in an
endless cycle of re-traumatisation.

|
childhood never goes away. | know this because
| was raped by an adult cousin when | was only
five years old.
The abuse placed me into the dark hole of
repressed memory - a well-known neurological
mechanism allowing the brain of a little child to
erase the unspeakable. Traumatic memories are
not really forgotten, but put aside, waiting to
surge in later life.
[ went through my teenage years unconscious of
the horrendous weight | was carrying. But
somehow, it was as if my body knew what had
happened: | ate very little food to control my
body and emotions. | developed phobias,
experienced nightmares, and struggled to
control my anger. | lacked concentration at
school and battled addictions. | couldn’t get into
a trustful and loving relationship.
When | was 37 years old, memory of the rapes
surged. | went through long therapeutic, judicial
and personal trials to heal.
Iam 51 years old now. | finally feel at peace.lam
a child rights activist and co-founder of the Brave
Movement. | work alongside survivors and allies
to end childhood sexual violence.
One of the primary focuses of my activism today
is to pressure Big Tech to take action against the
dissemination of child sexual exploitation
material on platforms used daily by millions of
people around the world.
When | was abused in the 1970s, the internet
didn't exist. The sexual crimes which were
inflicted on me by this cousin were not shared on
any social media platform. So you may wonder
why | see targeting tech companies as a priority.

In 2022 alone, the National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children’s CyberTipline received more
than 32 million reports of suspected child sexual
exploitation material, coming from all over the
world.

We are not talking about a small number of
criminals in a corner of the dark web. Child sexual
abuse online is prolific, and often perpetrated by
members of a child's circle of trust.

Enough is enough. It is time for decisive action to
end this global crisis.

Social media, technology and gaming
companies are putting profit over children’s
safety and building products and services that
allow childhood sexual violence to fester.

These technologies could be incredible forces for
good, and sources of entertainment, connection
and opportunity for everyone, including young
people and children. But, just like those who
make toys, cars, clothing and other widely used
products, the creators of these technologies have
a responsibility to build safeguards, checks and
mechanisms to ensure that they do not cause
harm to users.

Technology companies and the brains that built
them have decades of experience in navigating
the digital world. They have shown over and over
again they can quickly and efficiently reinvent,
renovate and adapt their products to make them
more appealing, easier to use and more
profitable.

So when they shrug their shoulders and say they
don't have the tools to detect, report and remove
CSAM from their platforms - and to be clear, this

includes “Category A" online CSAM including the
rape of children and even newborns, which
has doubled since 2020 - we know that they are
simply prioritising their bottom line.

Tech companies do have the skills and resources
to build the defences we need to protect
children. What they don't have is the will to
invest in and deploy those capabilities.

But responsibility does not end with tech
companies. What about governments and
regulators? Why are they not doing something?
What do they exist for, if not to protect citizens
from unaccountable power, regulate businesses
to prevent harm and exploitation, and uphold
human rights?

As a French citizen and survivor, | find it
unbearable that more than 60 percent of
reported CSAM is hosted in the European Union.
European leaders can and must stop this. There
is proposed legislation - EU Regulation to
Prevent and Combat Child Sexual Abuse Offline
and Online - that would make it mandatory for
service providers to report child sexual abuse on
their platforms and alert authorities so that
predators can be brought to justice.

This is a unique opportunity to save millions of
children from a lifetime of trauma. As the issue of
child sexual violence online climbs the political
agenda around the world, in the United

beyond, the EU has an opportunity to set a
powerful precedent by voting to protect children
and hold tech companies to account.

So we need European governments to be brave
and bold. We need them to stand up taller in the
face of doubters, detractors and disruptors. This
is why, as the proposal reaches critical stages of
debate in the European Parliament, Brave
Movement survivors, youth activists and allies
are taking collective action in Brussels and across
Europe.

We are in Brussels today to ensure children and
survivors are put first. We will not allow
legislation to be watered down or have its

supporters.

When | think about what | suffered and the years
of trauma | have overcome, the thing | keep
coming back to is: “When | was raped, the
internet did not exist.”

| know survivors who were sexually abused and
then suffered the dissemination of that abuse on
the internet. One little girl was raped by her
father over several years. Images of these crimes
have circulated the internet more than 100,000
times. She is now in her 30s and hardly leaves her
home because she is afraid that people will
recognise her on the streets.

It is for these children and survivors that I'm in

Brussels with my survivor sisters and brothers. :
We are here to tell the members of the European i

Parliament and the EU member states: “We are

watching you. Don't fail us, and don't fail the :

children.”

i to deliver the
Kingdom, United States, African Union and

France’s schools are in crisis - and it has
nothing to do with pupils’ dress

Continued from page 29 ...

cope with longer hours of teaching and some of the worst pupil-teacher
ratios in Europe. As a result, record numbers are leaving the profession.

Looking back at my teenage years in the banlieue, | know | was not afforded

¢ the same chances as contemporaries who went to city lycées or private
i schools. Yet teaching was always a respected profession. This is no longer

the case.

To plug staffing gaps, the government launched a scheme in 2022 to recruit
“contract” teachers (as opposed to the standard tenure system, under which
they count as fonctionnaires or civil servants). They were given four days’
training, despite often having no previous teaching experience. Predictably
many quit within six months, owing to lack of adequate training or
supervision.

State education in France is among the most unequal in the developed
world: schools in poorer areas are so under-resourced that the education
system is cementing inequality. Students from the poorest neighbourhoods
are disproportionately hard hit by staff shortages. In 2018 Fabien Gay, a
senator for Seine-Saint-Denis to the north-east of Paris - the poorest region
in France, with the highest concentration of immigrants - cited evidence
to parliament of what he said amounted to an policy of “geographical

i discrimination on the part of the state”.

Gay highlighted the fact that teaching vacancies in the area were less likely
to be filled than those anywhere else in the country. The teacher shortage
means every pupil in the area, over the course of their schooling, loses the
equivalent of a full year's teaching.

The state spends less on the average student in Seine-Saint-Denis than on
their counterparts in other parts of the capital. This unfairness perpetuates
a cycle of disadvantage. Such districts gain a reputation for being “difficult”,
so can only attract teachers who are relatively young, inexperienced and at
the lower end of the pay scale. More experienced teachers head for higher-
profile schools in the richer parts of the capital as soon as they can. The net
effect is that the poorest students, often from immigrant families, always
bear the brunt of the sector’s shortcomings.

Itis not just teachers who are leaving. With a dearth of supervisors, careers
advisers, school doctors and nurses, among others, it is virtually impossible
school support services pupils need. The
independent defender of rights for France, Claire Hédon, warned last year
that the shortage of qualified staff and suitable facilities meant that almost
a quarter of all disabled children never go to school at all.

In terms of academic attainment, French education has been the object of
international concern for nearly two decades. Year after year, OECD research
shows, it is among the EU countries where cultural and socioeconomic
background has the greatest influence on learning outcomes. French
schools are reproducing social inequality, preventing the most severely
disadvantaged students from ever escaping the unfair circumstances many
of them grow up in. Bullying, meanwhile, is rampant in many schools and
is blamed for the two cases a month of schoolchildren taking their own lives.
No wonder then that as state schools slowly disintegrate, more prosperous
families are turning to private education. The current education
minister, appointed in July after a reshuffle, has no direct experience of the

i state school system. Like many of the political and intellectual class, Attal

credibility tainted by Big Tech bullies and their i was educated at the Ecole alsacienne, an elite private school in Paris. The

five best middle schools (colleges) are private. Yet fee-paying schools
also receive public funding, raising questions about the national investment
in children who need it the most. These private institutions carry out social
and educational selection, shifting the biggest challenges on to the public
sector.

The core debate on national education is a societal choice: do we truly want
to value the education of all children equally, and do we respect those who
have children’s future in their hands?

Christine Renon, the head of an infant school in Seine-Saint-Denis, died by
suicide at her workplace in 2019. According to a letter she had sent to the
school management board, she was “exhausted”. She went on to detail the
deficiencies and inadequate resources of an organisation that had been left
to rot. This tragedy should have shocked the authorities into a profound
reappraisal. Emmanuel Macron, whose government has been failing to get
to grips with class sizes since 2017, pledged last year to make education a
priority for his second presidential term. A year on, his new education
minister's biggest idea is a superficial measure that may infringe human
rights - for no other reason, it seems, than to stir up controversy.
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Legal Aid (Family, Housing & Crime)
Our contact: 07576 299951
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