Year 10 | Issue 28
08 - 14 SEPTEMBER 2023

34 so | 7247
28 O 890
2 AFF ¥88¢ T2,

WEEKLY DESH

Delicious Healthy
~,.Turk|sh Food

RUYA\’I

TURKISH RESTAURANT

230 Commercial Rd London E1 2NB
T 020 7780 9733 M: 07393 611 444

ps'count*

*T & Capply

Apply online for
an Electronic Travel
Authorisation (ETA)

w" (TF,
qeAend o fommeife | e se
O W (A PR R fm
TeARTFT T IS AWR (R
TS (A CERGS GICGH SRS
(29) | @emia &o ¢ =k Ffss
TGl 7 R oy @2 T eiarey =07 |
T @ JAZR JSAEH A A FAToA
st 3@ e St fre 23 |

@7 & - @ i T foon wreid

ob CTHFA: I AR mwww%@—m

J&Ey ‘B @Pres TW, et se
W%WWWW
BiTee SRR Se T |

AT I | O TR ST ZF 25,
AT T IFWR A AR, G, 50T
8 Fg (M 2ATICETT |

W G AT, F1e S (!
FAC ISR @Ce B fOTH Ty

AV FACS A | ICERGAE GICeA
TR WMAIZ AW FACS! T |
AV TGR 20E ©f 93 I7F Al AP
CEW SRR @ e @ o o
TG (P2 @) IR G
e @y 9@ Rafbe =@ Ay
TEANCEY JCCR T TH3 3 41 AT 1 |
ARG TF TS SARIZCTH FAAFIA
APTCATCER 70 Ef&B1f 7eg® AT |
I3 G (AR I (AR QTS 203 T |
O ZCARG F GITS SARZE TGS
ffead 33 0% A @S A |
o SRR AL IS
ST bl TR 7 | JEaIey AR
) SRR AP G (3fma)
Sfe@w FA @ | @ SAPTAT e
I A GT2 APTCAT M0 FUCS G2 TR
[T TR (12 SFTCATCE (3ol (& AF
! fAfe F0e T9 TR |

s e TR | «@fS SRR eslw F
goR @ ©f wEre {oH TWEIEE
GIIAIZG BTEARG E GICOH SRR
M I S QTS AT |

A (TF, b (BT W09:
@@uﬂﬁfﬁwwqw%
ARQIEE BT (&I @ BI2eTe
@5 39 2 @S AN | IF
e IR AR fsifie

(T 7% 6 1 07
(@[6D 8 512% (3D

(T g SIS A |
HATCE RS FAEN?
fon *mmfere STt w1 T |
GEPATSRGT GF PR I
f5f8 “Aora | et = waw
A | AN PR AW
e w7 A @ Gt
e FE A | TG
RpeTenel S AR A A |
O IS WATTE Bl
7 | o3 fifoa (oot 2w B
T3 T AtE | FgS
fort g3 -fom =13 feerenel =
mea T3 | IW B T AW
SEIRS T & 1 oA, I

I B | C VI 1
SEINIESS (e} FE5IET
QLR P ORI

GFpaAqEE @3 st
TEte  ¥E | fefd I,
@ 579 (@fh A1 5izere
@ERFGT TP TR Sy
IR | (A I AT TR AW
FEbIeN Gt (fabiemi, @
(T AT IR0

eI T AT BT G

15 =1 St 1 e i
GBI NS TATTE F4
T |
ARG B @18 7
CeRIGER IR R R
GF6] B GFTT AR
GRS | TS BIRCE
GOI AT | Al T B
FEF @R 9 o AF, @

BT 0

ria

Money
Transfer

Ria Financial Services Limited is a company registered in England and Wales. Registered no.: 04263192 Registered office: Part 7th Floor, North Block, 55 Baker Street, London, United Kingdom, W1U 7EU

Send money to Bangladesh in minutes
Cash pick-up | Bank deposit | Mobile Wallet

Services Available in: E Stores & Authorised Agents 10nline / App
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MAN & VAN

e

Fruits & vegetable
wholesale supplier

07582 386 922

www.klsmanandvan.co.uk
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BARRIST

ER AHMED A MALIK

ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT YOUR
COURT CASE? LOOK NO FURTHER

Barrister Malik is an expert Court advocate, who will
advise and represent you vigorously to achieve the
best result in your complex legal matters.

He has over 30 years of experience, is very friendly,
reliable and will give you the most appropriate and

O AR FLU T | SR F% (AFS & G FEm v agfe @eam professional advice at affordable fee.
SO AT AR & aN A o S T (@6 SRR T | ' )
T TS FEE NI OW IS @R 9 W, g W e wren “Aifve T2eie Iie = He and his colleagues are ready to help you in all types
fegfore Tatas TR e i [eifre e Afe =/ JAw, el onmE woo of cases, particularly in the following areas:
fewr | G e 9 i e R CIVIL LITIGATION (all types) i aam @ e
i —— W ﬁ@‘q? PROPERTY, FAMILY/CHILDREN SfowSR ST SR
: . ; S FAILACTR T2 SoATA,
/g l BRI FRI IMMIGRATION (any difficult case) JuiskuidasdGlaty
- _f Est: over 25 years ; Sign and Menu specialist 5 : , ) i ail
T — W WESTMINSTER LAW CHAMBERS oita ¢ Srors fareit=et |
B - ® Shop Signs ® Takeaway Menu | : Direct Access Barristers . J
. o .. . ® Banners ® |n Menu Tel: 020 7247 8458 Mob: 0771 347 1905 N N [ :
SIn 8 Pﬂlntln Seerced ® Menu Box ® Bill Books E: info@westminsterchambers.co.uk .' A
® 3D Signs ® Rubber Stamps | T q . { (= 3
S ° Swingg Signs ® Leaflets / PosF”cers Sy Whltechapel. g
Email: signlink@yahoo.com Window Frosti Business Card : 5 Chancery Lane,  First floor, =
Web: signlinklondon.co.uk ) RIS L SRR London 214 Whitechapel Road
WCQC2A 1LG London E1 1BJ -
Tel: 0207 377 7513 Leytonstone: " - /|
m : 07944 244295 - Church Lane Chambers, 11-12 Church Laﬁéﬁ* - -

London E11 1HG (near Leytonstone st

17 Fordham Street, London E1 1HS (gehind E L Mosque)
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MORTGAGE SERVICE
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» First Time Buyer
» Council Right to Buy
» Auction Finance

» Self Employed Mortgages
» Help with Income Issues Mortgages

Reza Islam

®®©07493 185 115

Unit - 222a, 2nd Floor, Bow Business Centre
153-159 Bow Road, London E3 2SE
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* Immigration

* Asylum

* Divorce

* Adult dependent visa

* |slamic Will
* Will & Probate
* Visitor Visa

MQ HASSAN
SOLICITORS

& COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS
helping people through the law

Practicing Areas of law:

MQ Hassan Solicitors is managed and supervised by
renowned and experienced Barrister & Solicitor MQ
Hassan. He has been practicing Law for 30 years and
possesses excellent communication skills and maintains
excellent working relationships.

* Human Rights under Medical grounds
* Lease matter - from £700 +

* Sponsorship License (No win no fees)

*Competitive fees
*Excellent service

Mob: 07495 488 514 (Appointment only)
E: info@mghassansolicitors.co.uk

37 New Road, Ground Floor
Whitechapel, London E1 1HE
Tel-020 7426 0858
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Our Services:

® Accounts for LTD company
® Restaurants & Takeaway

® Cab Drivers & Small Shops
® Builders & Plumbers

® VAT

® Payroll & CIS

® Company Formations

® Business Plan

® Tax Return

it
INAT

ACCOUNTANTS

We are registered licence
holder in public practice

baRa aln

== =N W

Money

Transfer

ANY BANK, ANY
BRANCH USING

TRANSFER APP.

BARAKAH MONEY

SEND MONEY 24/7

IR TN FiEww
APP (931%) @ e
fAt-=te 28 T
24/7 AT T &
[PRFT AN =T
Bit AN f=arston)

2O ST
8 fsifsre oy

T O I
.barakah.info

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FINANCE

Taj Accountants
69 Vallance Road
London E1 5BS
tajaccountants.co.uk

Direct Lines:

07428 247 365
07528118118
020 3759 5649

oA Clearsooks| DO |

BIEINIE

financial serwc

Rifte wace wes
CTNTJN TP

020 8050 2478

TG BT B Wi o B bfes
mcﬂz@ﬂ:‘«mwygw m TS| MefE (AT Sy el

Beneco F|nan0|al %erwces
5 Harbour Exchange Tel : 020 8050 2478

Canary Wharf E: info@benecofinance.co.uk
London E14 9GE. St 31/05- 3006

Ist time buyer
Mortgage

S sresfer WOt
?m%,ﬁ—»m—b‘m?

B e S TSI NS 2AT0v=s 2
B (&fEs fF eiten 77

o m =0 :r.( 1|T-4 Gr===
131 Whitechapel Road

London E1 1DT
(Opposite East London Mosque)

RS

Send money 24/7 using
Barakah Money Transfer App

TAKA RATE LINE : 020 7247 0800

Gllay

M: 07932801487
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DATES

¢ UMRAH PACKAGE 2023124 1

HOTEL

ROOM PRICES

DEPARTURE
18 OCT 23
SAUDI AIRLINES DIRECT FLIGHT
RETURN
28 OCT 23
SAUDI AIRLINES FROM MADINA

OCTOBER

MAKKAH
ANJUM HOTEL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

4 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,480 PER PERSON

3 PAX SHARING ROOM

MEDINA
EMAAR ELITE (4 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

£1,535 PER PERSON
2 PAX SHARING ROOM

£1,640 PER PERSON

DATES

HOTEL

ROOM PRICES

DEPARTURE
21 DEC 23
SAUDI AIRLINES DIRECT FLIGHT

RETURN

30 DEC 23
SAUDI AIRLINES FROM MADINA

DECEMBER

MAKKAH
ANJUM HOTEL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

4 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,730 PER PERSON

3 PAX SHARING ROOM

MEDINA
EMAAR ROYAL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

£1,795 PER PERSON

2 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,940 PER PERSON

DATES

DEPARTURE
8 FEB 23
SAUDI AIRLINES DIRECT FLIGHT

FEBUARY

RETURN
17 FEB 23
SAUDI AIRLINES FROM MADINA

HOTEL

MAKKAH
ANJUM HOTEL (5 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

ROOM PRICES

4 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,520 PER PERSON

3 PAX SHARING ROOM

MEDINA
EMAAR ELITE (4 STAR)
BREAKFAST INCLUDED

£1,565 PER PERSON

2 PAX SHARING ROOM
£1,685 PER PERSON

THESE PACRAGES INCLUDE: TICRETS, VISA, HOTELS IN MAKRAH & MADINA,
FULL TRANSPORT INCLUDING ZIARAH

ALAM PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

“* Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services

w Bathroom & Kitchen Fittings

#a Roofing, Guttering & Locksmith
Garden Paving, Fencing & Flooring

b Architectural Design & Planning

?® Electrical & Lighting Solutions
Loft, Extension & Carpentry

“® Painting & Decorating

@ Lock Supply & Fitting

“+ Appliance Repairs

« Leak & Blockage Repairs

B Gas & Electric Certificates

0\

Your 24/7
Home Solution

Available
round-the-clock,
our skilled team
ensures prompt and
reliable services.

Elevate your home today!

alampropertymaintenance.com

N 07957148101

Q
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BRITISH
AIRWAYS

[Hotline)
0207 790 1234
0207 790 9888

| Mobile]
07956 304 824

We

Buy & Sell
BDT Taka,
USD,Euro

KUSHIARA

Travels e Cargo ¢ Money Transfer e Courier Service

faa1a 8 SATAT AR EE s ye Bfana oAy a4l fads

TURKISH
AIRLINES

QATARE ~< Zin

Exchange

e

N\ LAWMATIC

IMMIGRATION FAMILY PERSONAL INJURY
mitares CONVEYANCING CRIMINAL LITIGATION

Worldwide

Money Transfer

Bureau De

g 9F WIed Wfosesl S0 WBNGIImd SiEifster AN

SITHAT @IG J(H2 3
BIETtIea 31381 @ AMfSH)

Address:
319 Commercial Road,
London, E1 2PS

Cargo Services

| I SeTeygret] f[edd
fAfeq >o@ It BE MBI

wItEdr fsagpas- a

Tel: 020 7790 9888,
(ETDIT 3 AT B S| 020 7790 1234
5Tt @ BIETE Sz afestimdg  Cell: 07956304824
@ @A aAlSg artdAtg 0 WWhatsapp Only:
Tl Fofanisia Tgoacics 07424 670198,07908 854321
fite fhcg 2AtfwI Phone & Whatsapp:

§ +880 1313 088 876,

£ +880 1313 088 877
We are Open 7 Days a Week

10 am to 8 pm

For More Information

kushiaratravel@hotmail.com
St> is-04-cont

ae 88

FAKHRUL ISLAM SAYED HASAN SALAH UDDIN SUMON
Immigration and Nationality 3fterdy 8 WPAIfE
Family and Children wiffer 8 foetgy
Personal Injury NI 3G
Litigation fafeerd
Property, Commercial & Employment =N1fB, FuIffarer 8 avger6

Housing and Homelessness
Landlord and Tenant

Welfare Benefits SWAFETIR @RfHEET
Money Claim & Debt Recovery TN @GRV 8 @b [FFaifd
Wills and Probate TR @ A6
Mediation fSards
Road Traffic Offence @G GBI ST
Flight Delay Compensation FI3E S FNEREHN
Crime Py
Conveyancing ERIRIGRINN

132 Cavell Street T:0208 077 5079

F:0208 077 3016

www.lawmaticsolicitors.com f
info@lawmaticsolicitors.com L™ 4

London E1 2JA
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(Sylhet City and

Surrounding
Areas)
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: +447783957848
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(Buying and Selling of Land
and Houses)
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For Party Booking: 020 7377 6112
245-247, Whitechapel Road, London E1 1DB
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Would you like to register your
organisation or Masjid as a charity.
We can help you with charity registration and other

charity related services.

<

Gift Aid
Trainings
And much more!

€ K < XL

<

Contact: Community development initiative

Charity Registration
Developing Constitutions
Charity Administration

€ € K K

Arif Ahmad, Mobile: 07462 069 736

E: kdp@tilcangroup.com, W: www.ukcdi.com

Bank account opening
Submitting Annual Return
Project Management
Just Giving Campaign
Policy Development

WD: 27/08C
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KOWAJ JEWELLERS =

310 Bethnal Green Rd, London E2 0AG
Tel: 020 7729 2277 Mob: 07463 942 002

WWW@W&WWW
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Www TR 1 T 3R

Mohammad Kowaj Ali Khan
Owner of Kowaj Jewellers

Q¢4

313-317 Commercial Road, London E1 2PS

WD: 27/08C
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® House, Flat & Office
Removals & Surprisingly
affordable prices m Fast,
reliable and efficient
service m Short-term

otice bookings ® Packing
aterials available.

For instant Online Quote visit www.fastremoval.com

Mob: 07957 191 134

—Fast (.
REMOVAI.S

207957 191 134

~ www.fastremoval.com
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SCHOOL MEAL CATERER
SANDWICH SUPPLIER

88 Mile End Road, London E1 4UN
Phone : 020 7423 9366
&wWwWw.allseasonfoods.com
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FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY
‘E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!

Paying too much?
G, AR AT FIBA 8/¢

QT T W QT 27 G5
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1R ST g

y20-380 mf‘wcw AT TS

OGP FIEA &) O TNWR AT
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Email:e3cheapcarinsurancebroker1@hotmail.co.uk
www.facebook.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
http://sites.google.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
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Serving for last 10 year
TO GET A QUOTE Please call (Mon-Sat 9-8 pm)
Mr. Alion 07950 417 360 /020 8123 0430 Fax: 020 7806 0776

Get registered &
Send money online
from anywhere
within the UK

Why visit a branch to Send money to Banglad

Time & '
Travel Cost |

Enjoy better rate

www.baexchange.co.uk
Contact us : 0203 005 4845 - 6

H B A Exchange Company (UK) Lid.

(Fully owned by Bank Asia Ltd, Bangladesh)
131 Whitechapel Road, (First Floor) London E1 1DT

Kingdom Solicitors

Commissioner for OATHS

o= ¢ FioE RIw
T @I FEFS AN
S AT I

Immigration

» Asylum

*“v*x
WHI I('\1HORSE

- SOLICITORS & N()D\I\\ PUBLIC
Our services: P
Specialis
- Family visit Visa in
- Spouse visa, fiancée,
« British nationality
» Deportation and Removal matters
- Bail applications

Law

(LLB Hons)
Email:

Immigration

Tel: 020 7118 1778
Mob: 07919 485 316
96 White Horse Lane
London E1 4LR

Web: www.whitehorselaw.com
Fax: 020 7681 3223

MD LIAQUAT SARKER

Mobile: 07961 960 650
Phone : 020 7650 7970

102 Cranbrook Road, Wellesley House,
2nd Floor, liford, IG1 4NH
www.kingdomsolicitors.com

* Human Rights

- Appeal & Judicial Review liaquat.sarker @whitehorselaw.com

Principal
Solicitor: Muhammad Karim

Authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority.

- Application for regularising status &
+ All EU Immigration matters.

» Plus most areas of law including
Housing Disrepair

Tareq Chowdhury
Principal
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Scientists grow whole model of
human embryo, without sperm or

The fruits of Palestine and

their symbolism

y the weight of history, shared culture, and loss.

Beyond their simple colours and shapes, these fruits car

By Adam Sella, Al Jazeera

What do watermelons, oranges, olives and
eggplants all have in common?

Yes, technically, they are all fruits. Maybe you
think they're all delicious. But for Palestinians,
they symbolise Palestinian culture and identity.
Watermelons

The watermelon is perhaps the most iconic fruit
to represent Palestine. Grown across Palestine,
from Jenin to Gaza, the fruit shares the same
colours as the Palestinian flag - red, green, white
and black - so it's used to protest against Israel’s
suppression of Palestinian flags and identity.

Following the 1967 war, when Israel seized
control of the West Bank, Gaza Strip and annexed
East Jerusalem, the government banned the
Palestinian flag in the occupied territory.
Although the flag has not always been banned by
law, the watermelon caught on as a symbol of
resistance. It appears in art, shirts, graffiti, posters,
and of course the ubiquitous watermelon emoji
on social media.

Recently, the flag has come under fire again. In
January 2023, the far-right National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir instructed police
to confiscate Palestinian flags from public places.
This was followed in June by a bill to ban the flag
in state-funded institutions,
which Haaretz reports received preliminary
Knesset approval.

In response, Zazim, a grassroots Arab-Israeli peace
organisation, placed the Palestinian flag - in
watermelon form - on about a dozen Tel Aviv
service taxis.

“If you want to stop us, we'll find another way to
express ourselves,” says Amal Saad, a Palestinian
from Haifa who organised Zazim's watermelon
campaign.

Saad was unsure whether the right wing would
try to stop her, so she kept her planning under the
radar. However, Saad said the support she
received was overwhelming, with more than
1,300 activists donating to the cause.

Grassroot donations allowed Zazim to keep the
watermelons up for two weeks, a week longer
than was originally planned, and the campaign
has now shifted to distributing watermelon shirts.
Oranges
The Jaffa orange, which originated in the 19th
century, gained prominence for its sweetness and

thick, easy-to-peel skin, which made it well-suited
for shipping.

Before the Nakba, or catastrophe, of 1948 when
the creation of Israel led to the expulsion of more
than 750,000 Palestinians from villages and towns
that their ancestors had lived in for centuries, Jaffa
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The watermelon became a symbol of Palestine, and its flag, when other expressions were

before entering Lebanon is a peasant selling
oranges along the road. Amid the sound of his
family weeping, he picks up a few oranges and
brings them into Lebanon - a memento to “all the
orange trees that [they] had abandoned to the
Jews”.

prohibited by Israeli authorities [X/@zazim_org_il]

oranges were an important export for Palestinian
farmers and businessmen.

Because of their prominence, the oranges also
became a symbol of national identity in literature
and art. Palestinian novelist  and
journalist Ghassan Kanafani used oranges to
symbolise loss in his 1958 short story about the
Nakba, called The Land of Sad Oranges.

The story begins with the narrator and his friend,
both young boys, observing their family on the
eve of the Nakba. The families pack what they can,
but they are forced to abandon “the well-tended
orange trees that [they] had bought one by one”.
The fact that these trees were carefully nurtured
over a long period of time indicates the strong
connection between Palestinian farmers and the
land, which hundreds of thousands were forced
to forsake during the Nakba.

The last contact the narrator has with Palestine

In Lebanon, life is very hard for the refugees, in
particular for his friend'’s father. The story ends
after the narrator witnesses his friend’s father
having a mental breakdown. Next to the crying,
shivering grown-up, the narrator “saw at the
same moment [a] black revolver ... and beside
it an orange. The orange was dried up and
shrivelled.”

The revolver, a symbol of death, is connected
to the shrivelled orange by the narrator’s gaze.
Forcibly displaced from the “land of oranges”,
the narrator realises the extent of the
Palestinian people’s loss.

Olives

Olive trees can be found across Palestine and
are a symbol of resistance. Nour Alhoda Akel, a
23-year-old Palestinian from the Ara valley,
believes olive trees are associated with
Palestinian identity because, like the orange

trees in Kanafani's story, they represent
Palestinians’ deep-rooted connection to their
land.

“Olive trees can live for hundreds of years,” says
Akel. “So if the tree outside my house is 100
years old, | have an automatic connection with
it", referring to the land on which the tree
stands.

Every year during the olive harvest, Akel joins
her extended family to pick olives from their
grove, a family heirloom.

“The whole family goes out and everyone
helps,” says Akel. After a week of picking, they
make olive oil and cure the olives, enough to
last the family until next year’s harvest.

For other Palestinians, the olive harvest is
an important source of income. In addition to the
oil, which Akel says is an essential ingredient in
Palestinian cuisine, olives are used in cosmetics
and soap.

In recent years, Palestinian olive trees have come
under attack by Israeli settlers in the occupied
West Bank. According to the UN, more than 5,000
olive trees belonging to West Bank Palestinians
were vandalised in the first five months of 2023.
In previous years, settlers attacked Palestinians
during the olive harvest, which normally falls in
October and November. On one day alone in
October 2021, Al Jazeera reported that settlers
uprooted 900 olive and apricot saplings, and stole
olive crops in the village of Sebastia, north of
Nablus.

Eggplants

In Edward Said’s photonovel on Palestinian
identity, called After the Last Sky, he devotes a
few pages to eggplants, in particular those from
Battir.

Battir is a UNESCO World Heritage Site known
for eggplants. It even periodically hosts an
eggplant festival.

For Said, eggplants are a way for him to
connect with Palestine despite living in the
United States. He lived most of his life as an
exile. At the time of writing this book, Said was
still a member of the PLO, so Israel barred him
from entering his homeland.

Said recounts that his family was particularly
attached to the Battiri eggplants.

So much so that even “during the many years
since any of us had Battiri eggplants, the seal
of approval on good eggplants was ‘They're
almost as good as the Battiris,” he writes.
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Muslims are already excluded

from French political life:
that’s the real issue in the
school abayas row

Kaoutar Harchi, Guardian

When Gabriel Attal, the French education minister, went
on national television for an interview to mark the start of
the new school term, he had a clear message: ‘I have
decided that the abaya can no longer be worn in school.”
He elaborated: “When you walk into a classroom, you
should not be able to identify the pupils' religion by
looking at them.” An official statement came a few days
later confirming the ban on the long, loose dress worn by
some Muslim women and girls. The practical effect of the
announcement is that any young woman who turns up at
the gates of her school wearing an abaya faces being
barred from attending class or mixing with her classmates.
“But,” added the minister, “students will be welcomed and
there will be a conversation with them to explain the
meaning of the rule.”

The ban on wearing the abaya should be seen as part of the
colonial relationship that exists between the French state and
French citizens descended from postcolonial immigration. It
has a history marked by three key events: in 1989 the principal
of a school expelled three teenage girls for wearing

headscarves in class. In 1994 a government memorandum
created a distinction between so-called “discreet” religious
symbols, which it said were acceptable in schools, and
“ostentatious” religious symbols, which were not.In 2004 a new
law banned the wearing of veils or any “conspicuous" religious
symbols in state schools.

And now adolescent girls are to be refused the right to
study, move freely within their educational establishments
or associate with classmates and teachers while wearing
the abaya. The ban is justified by the defence of secularism.
Historically, the principle of secularism, or “laicité”,
in France was about protecting the right to freedom of
conscience: it requires the state to remain strictly neutral.
However, over time and under the influence of partisan
interests and political alignments, secularism has been
enlisted to serve a discourse supposedly aimed at
protecting the principle of equality between men and
women. A discourse, in other words, that casts Islam as a
patriarchal religion and a threat to French democracy. It is
up to this democracy then to save Muslim women from
Muslim men and, more broadly, from the culture of Islam.
However, when you listen carefully to some of the
speeches justifying the ban on the abaya in schools, it
becomes clear that there has been a shift. It is no longer so
much a question of banning a long, loose garment to free
young women from the grip of the Muslim patriarchy as

about protecting other students from the proselytising
threat that these abaya-wearing adolescents could present.
These girls are now seen as school-going envoys of global
Islamism.

It should be noted that the right and far right in France
agree that the abaya is a religious garment. On the left,
there is a palpable unease about defining it. Some are clear

that it is not an item of religious dress; others are not so

sure.
But anyone wading into this debate to make arguments
about the nature and significance of a long dress is making
a serious mistake, because the debate itself is based on a
sexist premise: that these adolescents are sexualised
through a femininity that is abnormal. It is also based on a
racist premise: that these adolescent girls are racialised by
being Muslims, a religion that seeks to determine their

entire being and behaviour. These sexist and racist theories
combine to produce a third hypothesis: that these i

adolescents, as women and as “foreigners”, must be
conspiring against the French nation.

The only debate we should be having is not about what

these young girls do with their bodies and what they
devote their minds to, but rather the policies deployed by
the French state to control the bodies and minds of racial
minorities.

Remember that on 27 June 2023, a 17-year-old named
Nahel was killed by a bullet from a police gun at point-
blank range - a tragic loss of life that became the 21st fatal

the victims were of black or Arab origin.

How, then, can we not link schools’ control of the bodies
of racialised adolescents to police control of the bodies of
racialised adolescents?

How can we not perceive that to different degrees, but
right the way up the social ladder, young Muslim women
and young Muslim men belong to a group that is subjected
to exceptional political treatment?

young men and women do or think, they are always and
already trapped in an otherness that reduces them to
bodies without the capacity to reason and who must
therefore be governed by white reason?

This is what lies at the heart of this debate: the exclusion of
part of the French population from participation in political
life. We need to reaffirm the right of every French person,
Muslim or otherwise, to exercise their full and complete
entitlement to French citizenship.

Hundreds of items ‘missing’

from British Museum since 2013
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Nadia Khomami, Guardian

Gold coins, silver necklaces and
540 pieces of pottery are among
the hundreds of historical

i artefacts missing from the British
i Museum

since 2013, the
institution’s records reportedly
show.

The British Museum revealed last
week that police  were
investigating items that were
“missing, stolen or damaged”
from its collection. Legal action is

i being taken by the London-
i based

institution against a
member of staff, who has been
sacked.

The Times reported on Thursday
that a freedom of information
(Fol) request to the museum had
disclosed that a Greek silver coin,
a 4th-century Roman coin and a
German coin had disappeared

traffic-stop shooting by French police since 2020. Most of  from the museum in the year to

April 2014.

An early 20th-century ring, a
chain made up of “round-
sectioned silver wire”,
animal-shaped wooden opium
poppy scorers and glazed leaf
pendants and beads are also said
to be among the items to have

i gone missing over the past 10
How can we fail to understand that no matter what these :

years.

Emails leaked to BBC News claim
the museum was alerted by lttai
Gradel, an antiquities dealer, to
items being sold on eBay in 2021,
but that it ignored the report.
On Wednesday, Hartwig Fischer,
the director of the museum,

i expressed “frustration” that the
i extent of any appropriation of
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“small pieces’,
including “gold
jewellery and gems
of semi-precious
stones and glass
dating from the 15th
century BCto the
19th century AD".

artefacts from the museum’s
collection was not
apparent when concerns were
first raised.

“When allegations were brought
to us in 2021 we took them
incredibly ~ seriously,  and
immediately set up an
investigation,” he said. “Concerns
were only raised about a small
number of items, and our
investigation concluded that
those items were all accounted
for.”

He added: “We now have reason
to believe that the individual who
raised concerns had many more
items in his possession, and it's
frustrating that that was not
revealed to us as it would have
aided our investigations.

“In 2022 we embarked on a full
audit - which revealed a bigger
problem. | reported my concerns
to the trustees, and together we
agreed to call in the police. We
also then began the disciplinary
process that resulted in a

L
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member  of  staff

dismissed.”

Fischer said his priority had
always been the care of the
museum'’s collection, and that
continued today, “with our
commitment to learning lessons
from the independent review,
our determination to help the
police  with their criminal
investigation, and our focus on
the recovery programme”.

In July, Fischer, a German art
historian, announced he would
step down from his role next year.
Gradel told the BBC: “The claim
that | withheld information from
the British Museum is an outright
lie. | was explicit in my
communication with the British
Museum that | was entirely at
their disposal for any further
information or assistance they
would require. They never
contacted me.”

The museum has not specified
how many items have been
stolen or detailed what the
missing items are, saying only
that they are “small pieces”,
including “gold jewellery and
gems of semi-precious stones
and glass dating from the 15th
century BC to the 19th century
AD". It is understood the items
were taken before 2023 and over
a “significant” period of time.

An independent review of
security has been launched and
the matter is also under
investigation by the economic
crime  command of the
Metropolitan police. No arrests
have been made.

being
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Scientists grow whole model of human

By James Gallagher, BBC

Scientists have grown an entity that closely
resembles an early human embryo, without
using sperm, eggs or a womb.

The Weizmann Institute team say their "embryo
model", made using stem cells, looks like a
textbook example of a real 14-day-old embryo.

It even released hormones that turned a
pregnancy test positive in the lab.

The ambition for embryo models is to provide an
ethical way of understanding the earliest
moments of our lives.

The first weeks after a sperm fertilises an egg is
a period of dramatic change - from a collection
of indistinct cells to something that eventually
becomes recognisable on a baby scan.

14 embryo," Prof Hanna says, which "hasn't been
done before".

Instead of a sperm and egg, the starting material
was naive stem cells which were reprogrammed
to gain the potential to become any type of
tissue in the body.

Chemicals were then used to coax these stem
cells into becoming four types of cell found in
the earliest stages of the human embryo:

. epiblast cells, which
become the embryo proper (or foetus)
. trophoblast cells, which

become the placenta
hypoblast cells, which
become the supportive yolk sac

. extraembryonic

1. Starting matenals

Stem cells

oPo
DGD
050

3. 120 cells mixed and

CJrCT N % haker

Cells develop

Creating a model of the human embryo

2. Transformed into four
tvpes of cells

0D

c’n A, Epiblast

B. Hypablast

L. Extrasmbryonic
miesoderm

. Trophoblast

4. Spontaneously forms
embryo-like stroctune

This crucial time is a major source of miscarriage
and birth defects but poorly understood.

"It's a black box and that's not a cliche - our
knowledge is very limited," Prof Jacob Hanna,
from the Weizmann Institute of Science, tells me.

Embryo research is legally, ethically and
technically fraught. But there is now a rapidly
developing field mimicking natural embryo
development.

This research, published in the journal Nature, is
described by the lIsraeli team as the first
"complete” embryo model for mimicking all the
key structures that emerge in the early embryo.
"This is really a textbook image of a human day-

mesoderm cells

A total of 120 of these cells were mixed in a
precise ratio - and then, the scientists step back
and watch.

About 1% of the mixture began the journey of
spontaneously assembling themselves into a
structure that resembles, but is not identical to,
a human embryo.

"| give great credit to the cells - you have to bring
the right mix and have the right environment
and it just takes off," Prof Hanna says. "That's an
amazing phenomenon.”

The embryo models were allowed to grow and
develop until they were comparable to an

embryo 14 days after fertilisation. In many
countries, this is the legal cut-off for normal
embryo research.

Despite the late-night video call, | can hear the
passion as Prof Hanna gives me a 3D tour of the
"exquisitely fine architecture" of the embryo
model.

| can see the trophoblast, which would normally
become the placenta, enveloping the embryo.
And it includes the cavities - called lacuna - that
fill with the mother's blood to transfer nutrients
to the baby.

There is a yolk sac, which has some of the roles
of the liver and kidneys, and a bilaminar
embryonic disc - one of the key hallmarks of this
stage of embryo development.

The hope is embryo models can help scientists
explain how different types of cell emerge, witness
the earliest steps in building the body's organs or
understand inherited or genetic diseases.

Already, this study shows other parts of the embryo
will not form unless the early placenta cells can
surround it.

There is even talk of improving in vitro fertilisation
(IVF) success rates by helping to understand why
some embryos fail or using the models to test
whether medicines are safe during pregnancy.
Prof Robin Lovell Badge, who researches embryo
development at the Francis Crick Institute, tells me
these embryo models "do look pretty good" and
"do look pretty normal".

"| think it's good, | thinks it's done very well, it's all
making sense and I'm pretty impressed with it," he
says.

But the current 99% failure rate would need to be
improved, he adds. It would be hard to understand
what was going wrong in miscarriage or infertility
if the model failed to assemble itself most of the
time.

The work also raises the question of whether
embryo development could be mimicked past
the 14-day stage.

This would not be illegal, even in the UK, as
embryo models are legally distinct from
embryos.

"Some will welcome this - but others won't like
it," Prof Lovell-Badge says.

Prof Alfonso Martinez Arias, from the
department of experimental and health sciences
at Pompeu Fabra University, said it was "a most
important piece of research".

"The work has, for the first time, achieved a
faithful construction of the complete structure
[of a human embryo] from stem cells" in the lab,
"thus opening the door for studies of the events
that lead to the formation of the human body
plan," he said.

The researchers stress it would be unethical,
illegal and actually impossible to achieve a
pregnancy using these embryo models -
assembling the 120 cells together goes beyond
the point an embryo could successfully implant
into the lining of the womb.

emoryo, without spermoregg

Most English schools handing
out clothes and food to children

Sally Weale Education correspondent, theguardian

Survey finds cost of living crisis has increased both number of children
needing extra support and level of need

Holey shoes and abscessed teeth: Oldham school sees impact of cost of
living crisis

Sally Weale Education correspondent

Schools are handing out clothing and food to children amid the cost of
living crisis, while teachers report deteriorating hygiene among pupils as
families cut back on brushing teeth, showering and even flushing the toilet.
According to a survey of schools in England, nine out of 10 said they were
providing clothing and uniforms for students, while seven out of 10 were
giving out food in the form of parcels, food bank provisions, vouchers or
subsidised breakfasts.

More than 80% of senior leaders told researchers that cost-of-living
pressures had increased both the number of children in need of additional
support and the level of need, particularly in the most disadvantaged
schools.

Meanwhile, the demand for additional mental health support has soared
to one in four pupils in mainstream schools, and two out of five in special
schools, as the strains on family life take their toll, according to the National
Foundation for Educational Research (NFER).

The NFER report, published on Thursday, paints an alarming picture of
hungry, ill-kempt children whose lives are being profoundly affected - their
basic needs unmet - as their parents struggle. Schools are increasingly
called on to provide welfare support.

Teachers told researchers they were worried that some children in special
schools did not have vital specialist equipment including wheelchairs and
mobility aids. They have also seen an increase in illness among pupils due
to a lack of heating in homes and poor nutrition, which affects school
attendance.

Others are missing school because their parents are not able to afford
transport costs, while 90% of primary, secondary and special schools said
they were having to subsidise extracurricular activities for some pupils.
One special-school teacher said: “Recently on a school trip we thought
pupils were presenting with behaviour issues when they didn't flush [the]
toilet. But it turned out they are not allowed to waste water and flush at
home. The same went for brushing teeth and having showers. Hygiene is
really poor and getting worse.”

One teacher in a mainstream school said: “So many of our students are
struggling with behaviour and mental health issues because life is harder
outside school.” Another added: “The worst thing is the hidden poverty and
the fact that we cannot support everyone. We are seeing an increase in
safeguarding concerns as a result of strained parental relationships.”

A view from above of schoolchildren holding snacks.

Holey shoes and abscessed teeth: Oldham school sees impact of cost of
living crisis

Read more

The NFER survey of 2,500 senior teachers and leaders found that poor
behaviour, as well as pupil absence, were on the rise. “I have been in
education 25 years ... we have never experienced anything like what we
are going through at present,” said one senior leader.

“Whether this is due to the cost of living, or as a result of lockdowns, or both,
is hard to say, but our staff are facing challenges we have not faced on this
scale.”

Schools are having to step in to fill gaps in support as teachers struggle to
access support from external agencies such as children and young people’s
mental health services.

“We have to take on the burden of completing lengthy forms with families
in order for them to access children’s services family support,” said one
teacher. “We are not trained social workers yet we are being asked to do
this work.”

The study also finds that it is not only the most disadvantaged children,
those eligible for additional pupil premium funding, who need support.
More than three-fifths of mainstream schools reported that 50% or more of
the pupils receiving additional support were pupils who did not qualify for
pupil premium.

Jenna Julius, the NFER research director and co-author of the report, said
the cost of living crisis was having a profound impact on pupils and families.
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Legal Aid

&2 SNAR AT @I I, Tel: 0207 965 7314
For 24 Hr Emergency, Tel: 0800 669 6065, Email: info@tankjowett.com

Central London Office: 107 -111 Fleet Street EC4A 2AB
West London Office: First Central 200, 2 Lakeside Drive NW10 7FQ
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